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EL SEGUNDO, CALI FORNI A;

VEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2019;
2:47 P.M

BENETI A A YOUNG JAMES,

havi ng been first duly sworn, testified as follows:

EXAM NATI ON
BY MS. BARKLEY:
Q Pl ease state your full nane for the record.
A Benetia Ann Young-Janes.

Q Do you spell Ann with or w thout an E?

A Wthout an E

Q Is that your full birth name or is that a
marri ed nanme?

A Marri ed nane.

Q At any tinme in your life, have you ever

utilized any ot her nanes?

A No.
Q My name is Bethe Barkley. [|'mthe attorney
representing Stars. |'mgoing to be asking you a

series of questions regarding the workers' conpensation
case that you have filed.
At the risk of duplicating sone of the

I nstructions your attorney may have al ready given you,

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
www. | i tigationservices.com
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|"mgoing to briefly go over the ground rules for a

deposition.

Everything that will be said today will be
taken down by the court reporter. It will then be
transcribed and put into a booklet format. You wll
have the opportunity to review your testinony and you
may nmake any changes or corrections that you woul d
li ke.

A Ckay.

Q However, | do want to warn you that in the
event you nmake any material changes or corrections,
they can be commented on at the tinme of any trial that
may occur in your case.

A Ckay.

Q Even though the setting here is informal, you
have been sworn in and the penalty of perjury does
apply. Your testinony today has the sane force and
effect as if it were given in a court of lawin front
of a judge.

Do you understand that?

A Absol ut el y.

Q Al'l of your answers today nust be verbal. Try
to stay away fromnods of the head or things Iike
"uh-huh," "huh-uh."

Pl ease also allow nme to finish nmy questions in

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
www. | i tigationservices.com
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their entirety before you answer, even though you nay

anticipate what |I'm going to be asking you.
| f you do not understand any of ny questions,
just say so. | wll try to clarify themfor you.
may be asking you about things that happened years go.
| don't expect your menory to be perfect, but | am
entitled to your best estimte or best recoll ection.
Wth that in mnd, we do not want you guessi ng
at any question. If you cannot provide us with your
best estimate or recollection, it's okay, just say so.
But, again, we do not want you guessing at any
guestion.
Do you understand the difference?
A Yes, | do.
Q | f you need to take a break at any tinme for
any reason or wish to speak to your attorney at any

tinme for any reason, just say so and we will take a

br eak.
Do you under st and?
A Yes, | do.
Q Have you had any al cohol in the |ast 24 hours?
A No.
Q Have you taken any drugs or nedications in the

| ast 24 hours?

A No drugs, but nedication.

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
www. | i tigationservices.com
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1 Q Ckay. How many different nedications within
2 the last 24 hours?

3 A Two.

4 Q What's the first one?

5 A My hi gh bl ood pressure nedication.

6 Q Do you know t he nane?

7 A They just changed it. One second.

8 Q That's what happens when you have a really big
9 purse. Lots of stuff goes init.

10 A "' mvery organi zed, though.

11 M5. BARKLEY: So we'll note for the record the
12 applicant has produced a nedication bottle. And the
13 nane of the nedicationis a-ml-o0-d-i-p-i-n-e, 2.5

14 mlligrans, generic for No-r-v-a-s-c.

15 BY MS. BARKLEY:

16 Q This appears to be froma Kaiser in Long

17 Beach; is that correct?

18 A Yes.

19 M5. BARKLEY: And the name of the prescribing
20 doctor -- | can't read the first nane, but the |ast
21 name is G h-u
22 BY MS. BARKLEY:
23 Q Does that sound correct to you?
24 A Yes.
25 Q | s that your primary care doctor?

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112

www. | i tigationservices.com
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1 Yes, it is. rage
2 Q How | ong woul d you say he's been your primary
3 care for?

4 A About si x nont hs.

5 Q And you take this medication on a daily basis?
6 A Yes, ma' am

7 Q Any side effects you have fromt hat

8 medi cati on?

9 A Just dry nout h.

10 Q When was the very first time you recall being
11 told you had hi gh bl ood pressure?

12 A Let ne see. Before Decenber. | believe,

13 Decenber .

14 Q O this year or 20187

15 A 2018.

16 Q And that was the first tinme you had ever heard
17 that before?

18 A Yes.

19 Q And then were you prescribed nedication right
20 away ?
21 A Yes.
22 Q As far as you know, with the nedication, has
23  your bl ood pressure been controlled?
24 A Yes.
25 M5. BARKLEY: And the second bottle here is

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
www. | i tigationservices.com
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1 trazodone, generic for D-e-s-y-r-e-1, 50 m'IIigramPage °
2 tablets.

3 BY M5. BARKLEY:

4 Q What do you take this for?

5 A | told ny primary that | can't sleep at night.
6 Q So is this to help you sl eep?

7 A Yes.

8 M5. BARKLEY: Also prescribed by Dr. Chu. And
9 onthis bottle | can see the first nane. It is

10 K-e-n-n-e-a-t-h. This is also Kaiser Long Beach.

11 BY MS. BARKLEY:

12 Q When did you first tell himabout the

13 difficulty sleeping?

14 A Probably, like, after the incident on Apri

15 t he 18t h.

16 Q O this year?

17 A Yes.

18 Q And then did he prescribe this nedication

19 ri ght away?
20 A Ri ght away.
21 Q Do you take it every night?
22 A Yes, ma' am
23 Q Is this the first time in your life you've
24 ever been prescribed a nedication to help with anything
25 sleep related?

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
www. | i tigationservices.com
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First timeinny life.

Any ot her nedications in the last 24 hours?
None.

How much tinme did you spend with your attorney

preparing for the deposition today?

A

wel | .

30 m nut es.
M5. FOLEY: And a phone conversation.
THE W TNESS: Yesterday we had 30 m nutes as

BY MS. BARKLEY:

Q
A

Q

On the tel ephone or in person?
Conf erence call.

| show you currently live at 20322 South

Amant ha, A-ma-n-t-h-a, Avenue in Carson, 90746; is

that correct?

A

Q
A

Yes, it is.
How | ong have you lived there?

| lived there for nine nonths and ny -- |I'm

wai ting on ny daughter to finish the police acadeny.

So she has a place. | stay with her as well.

Q

Qo r» O »r

This is her place or this is the place you --
That's ny nom s place right there.

And you' ve been there for about nine nonths?
Ni ne nont hs.

And then where is your daughter's place at?

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
www. | i tigationservices.com
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She's in Long Beach.

What street?

Wlton. 3310 West WIlton, Unit 3.
Are you currently married?

No. |'ma w dow.

When did your husband pass away?

When ny daughter was one nonth old. So she's

25. So about 25 years ago.

O » O >» O

And was that your only marriage?

No.

How many ot her tinmes have you been married?
Twi ce.

You said your daughter's currently 25 years

Yes.
Do you have any other children?
No.

So at the Amant ha house, does your nomlive

with you?

Yes.

Does anyone else live wwth the two of you?
My ot her siblings.

How many ot hers?

Two ot her siblings.

And then when you stay at your daughter's

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
www. | i tigationservices.com
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1 resi dence, does anyone else live there -- rage 12
2 A No.

3 Q -- other than the two of you?

4 A Just us.

5 Q | show that you were born on January 8th of
6 1965; is that correct?

7 A Correct.

8 Q Were were you born?

9 A Los Angel es.

10 Q Have you always lived in California?

11 A Yes, ma' am

12 Q Do you have a driver's |icense?

13 A Yes, ma' am

14 Q Can you take it out and show it to your

15 attorney, please?

16 M5. FOLEY: | got the docunment that |ooks |ike
17 driver's license, and | transfer it to the defense

18 counsel --

19 MS. BARKLEY: Thank you.
20 M5. FOLEY: ~-- for exam nation.
21 M5. BARKLEY: Blond hair in this one. A
22 little nore bl ond.
23 THE WTNESS: Um hmm
24 M5. BARKLEY: We'll just note for the record
25 the applicant has produced a California driver's

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
www. | i tigationservices.com
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|icense with her full name and current address. There

is arestriction of corrective | enses.

BY MS. BARKLEY:

Q Do you wear contacts?
A No.
Q Do you wear gl asses only when driving?

A No. Only when |'m doi ng docunentati on.

Q kay. The weight on your license is 145
pounds. Wuld you say that's currently accurate?

A | gained a little weight with the nedication
and i nci dent .

Q What do you think your weight is right now,
approxi matel y?

A | want to say 165.

Q So the 20-pound difference, has that all been
subsequent to April of this year?

A Yes, ma' am

Q "1l hand the |license back to you. Thank you.

Has your driver's license ever been suspended

or revoked?

A Never .

Q What is the highest |evel of schooling you
have conpl et ed?

A Bachel or' s.

Q I n what ?

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
www. | i tigationservices.com
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1 A | want to say -- oh, God. | want to saypa-lqel14
2 have it in --

3 Excuse nme for one second. |I'min pain a

4 little bit. Hold on one second.

5 -- behavi oral science.

6 Q Where are you in pain right now?

7 A Right nowit's just like -- it's all right in
8 here. Sonetines I'min pain. |I'msorry for the del ay.
9 Q That's okay. Just when you're describing a
10 pl ace, tell nme where.

11 A Ch, I"msorry.

12 Q That's okay.

13 A It's all in ny right cheek and right here in
14 ny neck.

15 Q And that's on the left side?

16 A Yes.

17 Sorry about the delay, but I'mjust in pain.
18 Sorry.

19 Q That's okay. You let ne know if you need to
20 take a break at any point in tine.
21 A | didn't bring any pain nedicine. | do have
22 pain nedicine fromny doctor. | didn't bring that.
23 |"mso sorry.
24 Q That' s okay.
25 Where did you obtain your bachelor's fronf

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
www. | i tigationservices.com
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Uni versity of Phoeni x.

Are you currently enrolled in any school or

taki ng any cl asses anywhere?

A

> O » O » O » O » O >» O >» O

Q

bef ore?

A

> O >» O

No.

Have you ever been convicted of a felony?
Never .

Did you drive here today?

Yes, | did.

What type of vehicle do you drive?

A 2015 Canry.

Do you own any other vehicles?

Yes.

What el se?

2019 Dodge Dayt ona.

Anyt hi ng el se?

No.

Do you have any physical problens driving?
No.

Have you ever had your deposition taken

Yes.

How many tinmes?

For this incident right here?
No, any time in your life.

A deposition before?

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
www. | i tigationservices.com
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Q Wth a court reporter. rage 16

A | woul d say no, because they had to cancel it.

Q Has one been schedul ed for you before?

A Yes.

Q Have you ever testified in court?

A Let ne see. Have | -- it's been a long tine.
| don't remenber, but | have. | can't renenber a date
and tine.

Q Did it involve any injury to you?

A No.

Q Have you ever been sued?

A Never .

Q Did you cone fromyour Carson house today to
t he deposition?

A No. | came from Long Beach

Q Daughter's place or sonmewhere el se?

A Daughter's pl ace.

Q And where are you returning after the
deposition?

A "' m going to work.

Q What tine are you scheduled to start?

A 3 o' cl ock.

Q Do they know that you're here today?

A Yes, they do.

Q At any tine in your |life have you been

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
www. | i tigationservices.com
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i nvol ved in an autonobil e accident either as a

passenger, driver, or pedestrian?

A Not that | know of, no.

Q | believe you had a prior workers
conpensation case filed agai nst an enpl oyer by the nane
of Kedren, K-e-d-r-e-n, Community Los Angel es Youth
Network; is that correct?
Yes.
When did you first start working for thenf
Novenber the 18th, 2015 or ' 16.
And what was your job title wth thenf

> O >» O >

Case nmanager.

Q Where was your physical |ocation of where you

wor ked?

A In an office.

Q What city was that in?

A Los Angel es.

Q When did your injury with them occur?

A Maybe like the third year I was working with
them [|'d been with themfor eight years. The third
year.

Q You said you were first hired, though, in 2015
so that's not eight years.
A | don't nean to say eight years, seven years.

VWl |, you have the record right there, so. '16, '17 --

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
www. | i tigationservices.com
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Q No, | don't know when you were hired by them

A Let ne see. '16, '17, '18 -- so it had to be
i ke maybe five years. Five or six years. Had to be
sonething like that because | was there for a while.

Q On your application for enploynent with Stars,
you said you were hired by themin October of 2009.

Does that sound nore accurate?

A It could be.

Q Ckay.

A It's been a long tine, so like | said..

Q Now, on your enploynent application, it said

you stopped working for themin Decenber of 2016; was
that correct?

A It had to be '16 because | was off for two
years. (kay, yes.

Q So do you go off work fromthemfor a
wor k-rel ated injury?

A No.

Q Wiy did you go off work for thenf

A They had sent ne a letter and said they
were -- the departnent had | ost noney because they --
sonebody enbezzl ed sonme noney. So | kind of went off
like that. That's the only reason why. | think that's
what happened. Yeah.

Q So did they do a | ayoff?

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
www. | i tigationservices.com



http://www.litigationservices.com

BENETI A YOUNG JAMES - 10/ 09/ 2019

Page 19

1 A They did a layoff. [|'msorry.

2 Q That' s okay.

3 A And may | say sonething, please?

4 Q Yeah.

5 A | only stayed with my nom for nine nonths and
6 now | stay with ny daughter.

7 Q Are you still getting mail at your nom s

8 addr ess?

9 A Yes. | still use her address there.

10 Q But you're physically living with your

11 daught er ?

12 A Yes. | want to nmake that clear.

13 Q So you think that the |ayoff wth Kedren
14 occurs in 20167
15 A Around that tinme.
16 Q Okay. Now, according to the workers'
17 conpensation system the case you filed against them
18 was for a period in 2018.
19 Do you know why that was?
20 A | don't have docunmentation in front of nme, so
21 the dates and tinme, it's kind of hard for ne to say.
22 If I was at honme and had ny files, it would be a whole
23 different ball ganme. You have everything in front of
24 you so it's kind of easy for you to see it. So if |
25 don't see it, | can go fromthere.

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
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1 Q ' m handi ng your attorney your enployne?ﬁge e
2 application with Stars so you can take a | ook what you
3 put down for your prior work.

4 M5. FOLEY: WII you include this attachnent
5 to the deposition?

6 M5. BARKLEY: Sure. Yeah.

7 BY MS. BARKLEY:

8 Q Does that ook famliar to you?

9 A Absol ut el y.
10 Q So that page 3 is where you put down your
11 prior enpl oynent?
12 A Ri ght .
13 Q And that's where you'll see the Decenber 2016
14 Is your |ast day of work at Kedren?
15 A Yes.
16 Q That's all your handwiting and everyt hi ng?
17 A Absol ut el y.
18 M5. BARKLEY: So we'll attach this as
19 Exhibit A please.
20 (Exhi bit A nmarked)
21 BY Ms. BARKLEY:
22 Q Now, this is the online systemfor workers'
23 conpensation cases, and you'll see there is a colum
24 that says, "Date of injury,"” which is what was all eged
25 agai nst the enpl oyer.

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
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1 A Um hmm rage &
2 Q But you'll see that that's technically a

3 coupl e years after you stopped working. Do you have
4 any idea why it was pled like that?

5 A " m not sure.

6 Q Had you filed a workers' conpensation agai nst
7 thembefore the layoff or after the layoff?

8 A | believe it was after the | ayoff, because

9 they sent us a letter prior to that. So | was just --
10 | guess they was preparing us.
11 Q When you were working for them did you have
12 any specific injuries during that time of, you said,
13 about ten years?
14 A Repeat the question or rephrase the question.
15 Q Yeah.
16 During the tine you were actually working for
17 them did you ever have any specific injuries? And by
18 "specific,” | nean it would be a slip and fall or
19 sonet hing |i ke what al so happened at Stars, on a
20 speci fic date.
21 A No, not that | know of.
22 Q Ckay. So what did you all ege agai nst
23 Kendren --
24 A Kedr en.
25 Q -- Kedren as a workers' conpensation case?

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
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1 A Conpl ai ni ng just about ny back. | sat 239%122
2 desk all day. So | -- my supervisor was aware.

3 Q What part of the back was it?

4 A My | ower back.

5 Q Did that case have any invol venent of your

6 m ddl e back?

7 A When | say "ny back," ny back.

8 Q There's all different |levels of the back. So
9 I'"'mkind of talking around the bra line, which is
10 called the thoracic spine. Wre you having any
11 probl ens there?
12 A No, it was just mainly, like, the mddle --
13 under ny bra line and, |ike, down the back.

14 Q Were you having any issues with your neck?

15 A Just a tad bit fromsitting.

16 Q Were you having any issues in either of your
17  shoul ders?

18 A No, not that | know of.

19 Q According to the online workers' conpensation
20 system you had hired the attorney that you have now
21 for that case as well; is that correct?
22 A Yes.
23 Q Did you, at sonme point, have your deposition
24 schedul ed, but then it never went forward for that
25 case?

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
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1 A | had it schedul ed, but -- we was there,P%Rﬁ “
2 they canceled. They didn't have this right here.

3 Q Did you guys reach a settl enent agreenent at
4 that tinme?

5 A Yes.

6 Q And how nmuch was the settlenent agreenent?

7 A | believe it was 5, 000.

8 Q Do you recall the nanmes of any doctors you saw
9 for that case?

10 A | knowit's in Long Beach. | think Isaac, |
11 bel i eve.

12 Q Was that the last name or first nane?

13 A " m not sure.

14 M5. FOLEY: | apologize. It was Dr. Harold
15 | seke. And Iseke is spelled |I-s-e-k-e.

16 M5. BARKLEY: Thank you very nuch.

17 BY MS. BARKLEY:

18 Q Do you know i f your enployer's attorney ever
19 sent you to be evaluated by a different doctor?
20 A No.
21 Q Now, was that the first time in your life you
22 had filed a workers' conpensation case?
23 A That's ny first tine.
24 Q So then the one against Stars woul d be your
25 second case --

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
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1 A Yes. rage =4
2 -- in your life?
3 Let nme finish. | know you know what |' m goi ng
4 to ask you, so..
5 A Not really.
6 Q Then why are you answering before | finish?
7 A Because | don't -- you didn't ask the
8 guestion. You said "You know what |I'm going to ask."
9 | don't know. |I'mjust in pain. And |['mjust turning
10 this way, so..
11 | don't want you to assune.
12 Q Have you ever sustained an injury while
13 working for an enployer but you didn't file a workers'
14  conpensation case?
15 A Rephrase the question.
16 Q Yeabh.
17 Have you ever had an injury while working, but
18 you didn't report it as a work-related injury or file a
19 formal clainf
20 A Not that | know of, and | didn't know t hat
21 guestion was next.
22 Q Have you ever sustained an injury outside of a
23 work environnment? An exanple could be a slip and fall
24 In the grocery store.
25 A No.
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1 Q Have you ever sustained an injury V\,hilePage e
2 exercising or playing any sports?

3 A No.

4 Q You are currently working for Stars; is that
5 correct?

6 A It's Star View Adol escents.

7 Q Okay. |'ve been handling Stars' cases for a
8 long time. Stars is their unbrella. So | know the

9 | ocation you work at is a separate entity, but they're
10 all under the unbrella of Stars. Ckay.
11 Are you currently working nodified duty or
12 regul ar duty?
13 A Regul ar .
14 Q What days of the week are you working?
15 A Tuesday t hrough Saturday, 3 to 11.
16 Q 3 in the afternoon until 11 at night?
17 A Yes.
18 Q And what's your current hourly pay?
19 A It varies. Un -- 22.
20 Q Dol l ars an hour?
21 A Yes.
22 Q QO her than your inconme fromworking at Stars,
23 do you have nobney comng to you from anywhere el se?
24 A No.
25 Q Have you ever applied for state disability
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1 benefits? rage 2
2 A No.
3 Q Have you ever applied for unenpl oynent
4  benefits?
5 A | believe so.
6 May | say sonething? My | say sonething?
7 Q Ckay.
8 A No offense. When | say Star View Adol escents,
9 | wasn't, like, saying it to say that you're not doing
10 your job. I'mjust saying -- you kept saying "Stars."
11 | was like, "No, it's Star View Adol escents.” So you
12 kept saying "Kendren," so | said, "No, it's Kedren."
13 So | was just --
14 Q Ckay.
15 A So | wasn't like --
16 Q No, that's fine. | always refer to them as
17 "Stars" because that's their unbrella conpany.
18 A | didn't know. So |'m saying, no disrespect
19 to you. | was just nmaking sure that you know.
20 Q No di srespect taken. So thank you.
21 So answer to the unenploynment; you think so?
22 A Unenpl oynent? It was -- is unenpl oynent
23  considered EDD?
24 Q Yes.
25 A Yes.
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for?
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think it
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Decenber
A

Q
A
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correct?
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hi red?
A
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) ] Page 27/
Do you think you applied after the layoff 1n

Yes, | did.

And then how |l ong did you receive benefits

Until the end. | guess they give it for -- |
was for six nonths or sonething |ike that.

| show that you were hired by Stars on

10th of 2018; is that correct?

Yes.

And your job title was youth counsel or?

Yes.

And you worked at the adol escent center;

Yes.

That's where you continue to work?
Yes.

Who' s your current supervisor?
Johnny GCeor ge.

And has he been your supervisor since you were

Yes.

At any tine while working at Stars, have you

had a second job or sonething you did on the side for

sone added i ncone?
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No.

During your enploynent, have you received any

ver bal conpl aints agai nst you for any reason?

A
Q

Never .

Have you received any witten conplaints

agai nst you for any reason?

A
Q

Never .

Were you off work before Stars for about two

years, then?

A

Q
A
Q

Um hmm

s that a "yes"?

Yes. |'msorry.

That' s okay.

During that tinme, were you | ooking for work?
Absol ut el y.

Now, on this sane application for enploynent,
Early Strides Child Devel opnent Center

Ri ght .

And at the tinme you applied at Stars, it

showed you had been enpl oyed there from August of

2018 --
A

Q
A

Correct.
-- until the present?

Right. That was |Iike a couple nonths -- say

t hose dates again.
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August of 2018 until the present.

Yes.

VWi ch you signed this on Novenber --
Yes.

-- 12th.

Yes, yes, yes.

Did you then quit that job to --
Yes.

-- go work at Stars?

Yes.

And the position you held, can you tell ne

what your witing says there? It alnobst seens |like a

B-1-1.
A

Yes, it was li ke a intervention for students

that had problens with their behavior in class. So |

was at Brentwood El ementary School. | had fifth
gr aders.
Q Any injuries during that brief period of tine?
A No.
Q Have you ever been hospitalized overnight?
A Only when | had ny baby. That was 25 years
ago.
Q Have you ever had any surgeries?
A When | had ny baby.

Any br oken bones?
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A Never .

Q Have you ever received acupuncture treatnent?

A Yes.

Q Currently or --

A No, a while ago. Wth Dr. |seke.

Q Got it.

He sent you out for sone acupuncture?

A No. He has everything in his office.

Q How many total treatnments do you think you
recei ved t hrough hinf

A | can't renmenber.

Q Ever been exam ned or treated by a
chi ropractor?

A No.

Q Ever been to an energency roomas a patient?

A Just to have a baby.

Q Allergic to any nedi cations?

A No, nma'am

Q O her than the two nedications that are in
front of us now -- | believe earlier you said you' ve

al so been prescribed a pain nedication?

o » O »

Yes.

Do you know t he nane of that?
No, | don't, sorry.

Who prescribed that?
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1 A Dr. Chu. rage St
2 Q When is the last tinme you took it?

3 A It's been a while.

4 Q More than a nonth?

5 A Say about 15 days.

6 Q Any ot her prescription nedication you take on
7 a regular basis?

8 A No.

9 Q Any over-the-counter nedication you take on a
10 regul ar basi s?

11 A No.

12 Q Do you wear any brace or support on any part
13  of your body?

14 A No.

15 Q O her than the Long Beach Kai ser | ocation,

16 what, if any, other Kaiser |ocations have you been to?
17 A That's the only one.

18 Q | s the Kaiser insurance through Stars, or do
19 you pay for that on your own?
20 A Through Stars.
21 Q So you've had that for |less than a year, would
22 that be correct?
23 A Yes, ma' am
24 Q At any of your prior jobs, did you have health
25 I nsurance?
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1 A Yes.

2 Q Who were the providers? Aetna, Blue Cross,
3 G gna?

4 A | don't remenber.

5 Q Ckay. Ever had Kaiser in the past before

6 being hired by Stars?

7 A Yes, when | had ny daughter.

8 Q | want to tal k about the incident that

9 happened at Stars. |s the correct date April 18th of
10 this year?

11 A Yes.

12 Q Describe for ne how the injury occurred.

13 A My roleis to YC. | was just doing ny rounds,
14 going up and down the unit. And before | would turn
15 back around to do the rounds again to check on all the
16 youth, | noticed "client” and "client"” was on the

17 opposite side of her room and | was just passing by
18 doing ny check --

19 Q | want to stop you real quickly.
20 Are they under 187
21 A Yes.
22 Q kay. | need to delete their nanes, please.
23 Because they are adol escents.
24 A Ckay.
25 Q | don't want themreferenced.
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Ckay.

Can we use the words "clients"?
Yes. |'msorry.

Ckay. So as you were going down the unit --

> 0 > O >

-- the clients were -- two clients were to ny
left and I was on the right side of the hallway wal ki ng
by. Next thing I know, | saw a qui ck dash towards ne.
And the client grabbed the back of nmy hair and j ust
drug ne to the ground about 15 feet. Just drug ne

down, and then she turned around to bite ne and hit ne

in ny face.
Q Ckay.
A But the other client tried to protect ne, but

she's really strong, so she was just doing the
punchi ng.

Q That was the sanme one that had grabbed your

hai r?
A Yes.
Q Was your hair down at the tine?
A Yes, it was.
Q And how long is your hair when it's down?
A In the mddle of ny back.
Q So did this client, in essence, grab, like, a

chunk of your hair?

A Yes. Al of this back here.
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1 Q And do you recall the client being the oﬁ%?e >
2 that took you to the ground, or was it nore of the

3 two -- the way the two of you were engaging, it brought
4 you down to the ground?

5 A She took nme to the ground because she cane

6 frommnmy -- nmy left. And she grabbed nme and just drug
7 me down |ike that, and pulled nmy all the way down the
8 hal | way.

9 Q Now, when you made the reference to the 15

10 feet --

11 A Ri ght .

12 Q -- you weren't tal king about 15 feet fromyou
13 standing up to the ground?

14 A No.

15 Q  Ckay.

16 A Fromthe floor -- | didn't even make it to the
17 floor. That grab was like -- she pulled ne off of ny
18 feet and once ny body | and on the floor, dragged

19 down -- because | knowthis table is 6 feet. So 6, 7,
20 8, 9 -- yeah, 15 feet.
21 Q So the 15 feet was in reference to once you
22 were actually on the ground, dragging you?
23 A | was on the ground; she was doing the
24 dr aggi ng.
25 Q But the 15 feet was the di stance?
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1 A Yes, yes. rage 9
2 Q As far as you're able to recall, was she able
3 to strike you with the punches or was she just trying
4 to?
5 A She struck nme -- | was like this -- I|ike,
6 twice, like, in ny face.
7 Q On the left side or right side of your face?
8 A It was the left. And the client is known to
9 bite. So she was -- she bites people. That's her
10 mar k. She was going for ny face to bite, so that's
11 when | was trying to protect nyself.
12 Q Did she ever bite you, though?
13 A God, no.
14 Q What wi tnesses do you recall there being
15 around fromthe enpl oyer's standpoint, not the
16 chil dren?
17 A One enpl oyer, her nanme was |mani, but | don't
18 know her -- | can't recall her -- oh, Imani Ellis.
19 Q Do you recall any other wi tnesses that were
20 around?
21 A No. Just Imani Ellis.
22 Q Were you able to get up on your own?
23 A No.
24 Q How di d you get up?
25 A | mani Ellis hel ped ne.
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1 Q And then where did you go fromthere? rage b
2 A She carried me out the back door, and then

3 passed out.

4 Q Now, when you say "carried," do you nean she's
5 hol di ng you in her arns or kind of acting as a crutch

6 to walk with you?

7 A She had all ny weight on her because |

8 couldn't -- | was, like, kind of out of it.

9 Q And then once you got outside the facility,

10 you actually passed out?

11 A | passed out.

12 Q What do you recall happeni ng next?

13 A Next thing | know, M chael Trailor, whichis
14 our house manager, he was just asking ne, "Mss

15 Benetia, Mss Benetia, Mss Benetia."

16 Q | f you were okay?

17 A Yeah, if | was okay.

18 Q Do you continue working that day?

19 A No.

20 Q Do you fill out any type of incident report

21 t hat day?

22 Yes.

23 Q Do you then go to the conmpany clinic that sane
24 day?

25 A Yes.
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1 Q Does the conpany clinic take you off WoFr,all<geat37
2 all?

3 A They just gave ne pain nedicine and asked ne
4 did 1l want to be off. | was like, "I need to go to

5 Kaiser." That's what | told them "I need to go to

6 Kaiser. | need to go to ny primary so | can find out
7 why |'mfeeling this way."

8 Q So when is the first tinme you go see your

9 personal doctor at Kaiser?
10 A Like a nonth | ater, because they kept on
11 giving ne the runaround.
12 Q Who's "t hey"?
13 A l"msorry. |I'msorry. Star Views -- they
14 changed the nane of the clinic they sent us to. It
15 used to be U S. Healthwrks. They changed it to
16 anot her conpany.
17 Q Concentra?
18 A Concentra, that's it.
19 So I was there and they kept on, like, giving
20 me -- | nmean, Concentra kept giving ne the runaround
21 saying, "You can't go to Kaiser just now, you have to
22 wait." Then they sent ne to their therapist.
23 | was getting the runaround. So | just took
24 it upon nyself, like, no, I'"'mgoing to ny own doctor
25 because | feel unconfortable.
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1 Q When do you think that happened? rage S8
2 A It happened, |ike, maybe -- | can't renenber

3 but it's, like -- it wasn't, like -- maybe --

4 Q Do you think it was in May or June?

5 A | don't renenber, because | don't want to say
6 a date and you have sonething and it's not accurate.

7 Q Ckay. You can't assune | have anyt hi ng.

8 have not hing fromyour Kaiser doctors at all. So |I'm
9 asking what you renenber.

10 A | don't remenber. |'msorry.

11 Q That' s okay.

12 To this day, have you been taken off work by
13 any doctor?

14 A | believe the doctor took ne off for a couple
15 of days. | talked with -- Mss Qunce [phonetic], which
16 Is the admnistrator. | think it was a couple of days
17 because they were shocked | canme back so soon. | think
18 it was a couple of days.

19 Q At that point, do you go back to regular full
20 duty or was it nodified?

21 A It was nodified.

22 Q And do you recall what the nodified duty was?
23 A | couldn't go back on that unit because the

24 kid was still on there -- the client. They nade ne a
25 floater because I'ma shift |ead.
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1 Q And then how |l ong did you do that nndif?%gf >

2 work for?

3 A Maybe four nonths.

4 Q And then returned to full duty?

5 A Probably after four nonths.

6 Q So that woul d have been right around either

7 maybe m d/ | ate August, early Septenber?

8 A Yes.

9 Q And then you've been doing the full duty ever
10 since then?

11 A Yes.

12 Q Are you back on the same unit as that chil d?
13 A Yes. Once the client was arrested, they gave
14 me my position back.

15 Q Was the client arrested for your incident or
16 sonet hi ng that happened afterwards? Was there anot her
17 I nci dent - -

18 A There was anot her incident, yes.

19 Q That client ends up being arrested for that?
20 A Yes.
21 Q Is the client still at the unit?
22 A No. She's no | onger wel cone.
23 Q So with her gone, you were able to go back
24 into the unit; is that correct?
25 A Yes, in nmy position as well.
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Q Yeah. When is the last tine you had to do a

restraint?

A Two days ago.

Q Did you, froma physical standpoint, feel |ike
you were able to go into the restraint and do it?

A | know | could do it, but | try to use crisis
comuni cation first before | go into the restraint so
It can be | ess conbative. They fight | ess when they in
t hey psychotic node. So | kind of crisis comunicate,
try to talk to them talk them down.

Q Did that --

A It makes it easier for ne.

Q Did that happen two days ago?

A Yes.

Q So was there any type of physical struggle two
days ago?

A No, because our proac is once the nen have the

arnms, they ask nme to probably get the legs. And every
kid on that unit knows when | get their |egs, they know
that Mss Benetia, don't play, so don't do that to ne.
Don't hurt nme. So they know.

Q So the two-day-ago incident, the nen were able
to get the arns of the client; is that correct?

A Yes.

Q And you were able to get the legs with no
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1 Injury to your body? rage -
2 A No.

3 Q Do you want to continue working at Stars?

4 A Absol ut el y.

5 Q And you feel like you can do your full duty

6 work?

7 A | can do ny full duty work, and | talked to --
8 you know Dr. Spiteri?

9 Q  Umhmm

10 A | commtted to 25 years to her. That's what |
11 told her. Because |I'ma supervisor -- not a

12  supervisor, but a shift lead. | just need ny teamto
13 get on board so that we can have |ess restraints and
14 behavi or changes. So that's ny goal.

15 Q But, like, going into work today, you feel

16 entirely physically capable of doing your full duty

17 work; is that correct?

18 A Yes. Yes, but the restraints and the behavior
19 changes fromO to 1,000, so | just have to be prepared.
20 | have a team of seven, so they pretty nmuch -- | make
21 the decision, |ike, code or no code or can | just do
22 crisis comuni cation to decrease the behavior. So |
23 try to use that nore so | can be safe.
24 Q | s there any chance that what happened in
25 April of this year, though, could happen again if
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1 you' re wal king down the unit? rage 42
2 A Absol utely.

3 Q Al right. |If you were to be sprung with

4 sonmething Iike that, you feel physically capable of

5 restraining right now?

6 A Oh, no. | wouldn't -- if | was -- you said if
7 | was physically?

8 Q If a simlar incident happened to you now t hat
9 occurred back on April 18th, you're, in essence,

10 working full duty, so you would have to be able to

11 respond to that individual; right?

12 A  Right.

13 Q Wul d you be able to do so0?

14 A Only with the strategies that | just

15 explained. |If | can do that, | can do it.

16 Q What synptons in your body do you continue to
17 have, though, that you relate back to the Apri

18 incident?

19 A Just what |'m experiencing now. Like, | have
20 tingleness. Al this -- tingleness right here. 1'min
21 pain, and, like, all right here is a tingle sensation.
22 Q So tell nme if I"mcorrect in describing where
23 you're pointing to. You're talking about kind of the
24 | eft side of your face?
25 A Ri ght .
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Q Around the ear region and cheek, noving into

the left side of your head --

A Yes.
Q -- is that correct?
A Yes.

Q And when you say tingling, it's kind of that
feeling as if it's going to go nunb?

A Right. Like a headache. You know when you
have a headache. This is what |'ve been experiencing
since the 18th.

Q And is that present at all tines, |ike 24-7?

A Not all tinmes, but nost of the tine. But I
| ove what | do so nmuch, | just sonetinmes don't want to
| et the kids down.

Q What about anything specifically in the neck
Itsel f?

A Just from when she grabbed this part right
here.

Q Look where I'mpointing to. This is actually

your cervical spine. |Is there any pain in that area?
A Not now.
Q Ckay.
A Just --
Q Wen was the last tinme you had any, |ike, pain

in that area?

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
www. | i tigationservices.com



http://www.litigationservices.com

BENETI A YOUNG JAMES - 10/ 09/ 2019

1 A If I had to think about it, it may have E%%ﬁ\if
2 couple weeks.

3 Q What about anything in the upper back or

4  shoul der regions?

5 A Just ny left side, like right in here. R ght
6 in hereis nmy pain. Right nowit's here. Like, it

7 travels, so it depends on what |'m doing.

8 Q How far down the left side would it go? Does
9 it gointo --

10 A Just to ny shoul der bones. Like, right there.
11 Q But it always kind of starts in the head and
12 goes down --

13 A It starts here. The nunbness start here, and,
14 like, right -- it's just like a -- travel. |It's like
15 a -- 1 can just feel it, like, all right here.

16 Q kay. Wth that, you got to describe for her.
17 A It's all in nmy left side.

18 Q Tenpl e?

19 A " msorry. M cheekbones, ny tenple, the back
20 of ny left neck -- | don't know this part, the back of
21 ny head.
22 Q That's your head.
23 A Okay. Well, | don't know ny anatony |ike she
24 does. |I'mjust saying, like, | appreciate you.
25 Q Anyt hi ng bel ow the upper back or shoul ders?
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1 A It depends. Like |I said, it depends on Eﬁ%ﬁ "
2 |"mdoing. It cones and goes.

3 Q So when is the last tinme you had any synptons
4 in the mddle of your back around your bra |ine?

5 A Maybe, |ike, a spasm Probably, |ike, naybe a
6 couple days ago, |ike, a back spasmthat nmade ne

7 hol | er .

8 Q Any synptons in the | ower back?

9 A Not really.

10 Q Okay. Any of the things you continue to have
11 now, did you ever have those while working at any of

12 the prior jobs?

13 A No.

14 Q Anyt hing you can do to i nprove the synptons,
15 | i ke, make the headache go away?

16 A Yes. | neditate in the norning. | do yoga.
17 Q How often do you do yoga?

18 A Four days a week.

19 Q Anyt hing el se you do to help relieve your
20 synpt ons?
21 A | get a nmassage once a week, and | do water
22 aerobics four tinmes a week. The water aerobics and the
23 yoga is together.
24 Q Where do you go for that?
25 A | go in Long Beach.
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1 Q Li ke at a YMCA? rage 4o

2 A It's |ike an aerobics for senior citizens.

3 " m al nost 55.

4 Q | don't think you're a senior citizen.

5 A Vell, I'"'mtrying to get benefits for the --

6 you know.

7 Q What's the nane of the |ocation where you go?

8 A It's call ed Hope.

9 Q WAs there a point in tinme you did not show up
10 for your appointnments with Concentra, maybe because you
11 didn't want to go there based on what you told ne
12 earlier?

13 A Repeat your question.

14 Q WAs there a point in time you stopped

15 following up with Concentra, and nmaybe because of what
16 you told nme about earlier in your testinony, being

17  frustrated?

18 A Bei ng frustrated, yes, because they were

19 giving nme the runaround. And it's like -- | feel Iike
20 this happened to ne and | feel like they should have
21 showed ne nore conpassion. They didn't show ne any
22 conpassion. And | told the doctor -- | said, "I don't
23 think this is fair."

24 Q How many tinmes, total, do you think you went
25 to Concentra?
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1 A | probably went about five or six tines rage af
2 because | was getting tips fromthe lady in the front

3 about sone shopping. | know it was about six tines.

4 Q And then how many tinmes have you seen Dr. Chu,
5 your personal doctor, for this injury?

6 A Maybe tw ce.

7 Q And when was your last visit with hinf

8 A A coupl e of nonths ago. Two nonths ago.

9 Q Have you been to any doctor, then, in the |ast
10 two nont hs?

11 A Two nont hs? No.

12 Q Do you have any future appoi ntments schedul ed
13 wth any doctors?

14 A | have to make one with them So I'll make
15 one probably next nonth because just the way | have

16 been feeling.

17 Q s this with Dr. Chu?

18 A Yes.

19 Q When you' re not working, what do you do during
20 the day?
21 A When |''m not working, | check on ny nother,
22 check on ny siblings. M daughter's a police officer,
23 so | check on her, send her a book nessage and tell her
24 how much | | ove her and appreciate her.
25 On ny off day, | contact all supervisors to
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| et them know what's going on in the unit and what's

the changes that | need. Wat el se?

Q Does your nmomrequire any, l|ike, physical help
fromyou?
A No.

Q Anyt hing el se you do on your days off?
A Wll, | have to do better because Dr. Spiteri,

she told ne, "You have to let this place go on your off

day. "

"They asked ne" --

"Don't try to figure it out."

So |"'mdoing better. This is probably ny
first week just really, |ike, staying at hone and
doing -- I"mvery neticulous and I |like to have ny
| aundry done on certain days. So | just stayed at
home.

| said, Ckay. |I'mgoing to take her word,
just relax, learn to relax because | want -- | want a
change, | want to see a change in ny unit.

Q Are there any things at all or hobbies you may
have previously had that you are entirely unable to do
at the present tinme because of your synptons?

A Yes. | play racquetball. | play golf. |'m
not able to play at all.

Q When was the very last tinme you played
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1 racquet bal | ? rage 4
2 A It's been three years. The rackets are stil

3 in my car.

4 Q So because it was three years ago, did you

5 stop because of how you currently feel or stop because
6 of sonething el se?

7 A Three years ago, | just stopped because, |ike,
8 just wanted to stop. Sonetines the weather changes or
9 sonmething like that, so | stopped.

10 Q But you haven't tried to do so in three years?
11 A No. |'msmarter than that.

12 Q When was the last tinme you played gol f?

13 A | haven't played golf in about maybe six

14 years.

15 Q Wiy did you stop doing that?

16 A Because ny brother couldn't afford to pay the
17 fees.

18 Q Any ot her activities or things you're entirely
19 unable to currently do?

20 A | like to bike ride, but I can't ride ny bike.
21 Q Wiy do you think you can't currently ride your
22  bike?

23 A Like | said, sonetines -- well, it's just

24 sonetines | just feel kind of like alittle Iike

25 fatigue a little bit. So | knowit will help ne with
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ny bl ood pressure.

| don't take chances. Anything that nmakes ny
body feel a little different, | try to use w sdom and
not go that route.
Q And you feel like riding a bike would be a
little, maybe, too dangerous at the present tine?
A Absol utel y.
M5. BARKLEY: | have nothing further for her.
Do you have any questions of her today?
M5. FOLEY: | have just coupl e questions.
M5. BARKLEY: Sure.

EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. FCOLEY:

Q Do you have any nenory issues right now?

A | have sone.

Q How woul d you describe it?

A | would describe it, like, since I've been on
this job for 10 nonths as of the 8th of this nonth,
It's just like ny docunentation, | know | can do it
faster, because | have 16 clients, and then | have to
do docunentation on them and it's just, like, I know
was faster than this. And it's just been, like, a
little difficult, but |I stay after work to conplete ny

wor K.
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1 Q How do you review the speed of perfornanzigﬁcgl
2 the nenory issue?

3 A Vell, like, for instance, |ike, where |I work

4 at, it's just, like, sonetinmes | feel like I"'mgoing to
5 be attacked again and | have to watch ny back. | kind
6 of feel like -- you know, it's kind of hard to expl ain.
7 But | still do ny job. It's just |ike --

8 Repeat the question again.

9 Q Ckay.

10 So you are addressing nore your enotional

11 I ssues than nenory issues; is that right?

12 A  Right.

13 Q | have anot her questi on.

14 During the deposition, you' ve been asked if

15 you' ve ever been exam ned by the chiropractor. And you
16 said "No."

17 Are you aware that Dr. |seke was a

18 chiropractor?

19 A Oh, nmy stars. |'msorry.
20 Q "' mjust wondering.
21 A |"msure he was, but |I'msorry that | forgot
22 that part. I'msorry. | just knew he was a doctor, so
23 | didn't --
24 M5. BARKLEY: It's okay. A lot of people --
25 M5. FOLEY: Yeah, I'mjust trying to figure
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2 | don't have any further questions.

3 THE WTNESS: May | add, as far as ny nenory,
4 | am 54, but I"'mreally, like, articulate. But I

5 honestly feel | know ny job and | explained to

6 Dr. Spiteri the reason | commtted to 25 extra years is
7 because this is ny purpose. | know |l can do it.

8 The second nonth, | becane a supervisor, so

9 they know | can do the job. But after this incident,
10 it kind of made ne feel like -- it made ne -- it just
11 kind of -- | don't know -- | didn't want to | ose ny

12 purpose. Maybe I'mjust trying too hard, |ike she

13 said. But | know |l can do it because |I |ove what | do.
14 | don't want it to be taken away from nme, you know.

15 M5. FOLEY: Absolutely.

16

17 FURTHER EXAM NATI ON

18 BY M5. BARKLEY:

19 Q So when you nmade the comment -- did you say
20 October 8th you started feeling --
21 A No, no, no.
22 Q You nmade a reference to --
23 A | said this nonth -- this nmonth is Cctober,
24 right?
25 Q Yeah.
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A Cctober 8th nakes the tenth nonth of ne

wor ki ng at Star View Adol escent.

Q Al right.

A And | know | was hired Decenber the 10th. So
I"m 1l ooking -- because | try to get perfect attendance

and | wanted to be the enployee of the year. So I'm

al ways, like, counting, like, the tinmes and the days

and | always communicate with the schedulers, |iKke,

"Look, this is what's going on, | do extra hours."
Because | like -- I'mnot perfect, but | |ike

to just be on ny gane.

Q So when do you feel as though you maybe
started struggling wth conpleting the docunentation?

A When | returned back to the unit. Because
they took me off that unit because of the young | ady
that was on there. But | was a floater in three other
units. | was providing service for other kids.

Q So do you -- if you think about it, is it nore
menory or just maybe being a little nore aware of your
surroundi ngs such that your docunentation takes a

little bit longer to conplete?

A | believe it's both.
Q All right. And trying -- | nean, if you're
only -- if it's only been since you' re back in the

unit, you're tal king about two nonths or less; right?
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1 A Well, | have to do docunentation on thepei)%ehe\r)r4
2 unit, too, and the kids act up too. So | can say the
3 whole tinme. April to this day. | can say that.

4 Q You feel as though the speed of your

5 docunent ati on has gone down?

6 A Yes.

7 M5. BARKLEY: | have nothing further.

8 WIl you stipulate to relieve the reporter of
9 the requirenents under the Code; that the deposition
10 wll be signed under the penalty of perjury; that a
11 certified copy may be used with the sane force and
12 effect as the original at the tine of any trial that
13 may occur in the case; and that you wll advise ne of
14 any changes or corrections within 45 days of your
15 recei pt?
16 M5. FOLEY: So stipul at ed.
17 (The deposition concluded at 3:46 p.m)
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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STATE OF CALI FORNI A) ss

I, Terrie C. Barker, CSR No. 12000, do hereby

decl ar e:

That prior to being exam ned, the witness naned in
t he foregoi ng deposition was by me duly sworn pursuant
to Section 2093(b) and 2094 of the Code of G vil

Pr ocedur e;

That said deposition was taken down by ne in
shorthand at the tinme and place herein naned and

thereafter reduced to text under ny direction.

| further declare that | have no interest in the

event of the action.

| declare under penalty of perjury under the | aws
of the State of California that the foregoing is true

and correct.

W TNESS ny hand this 12th day of Novenber, 2019.

Vlmii. ¢ Lok

Terrie C. Barker, CSR No. 12000
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ERRATA SHEET

| declare under penalty of perjury that | have read the

f oregoi ng pages of ny testinony, taken

on (date) at

(city), (state),

and that the same is a true record of the testinony given
by ne at the time and place herein

above set forth, with the follow ng exceptions:

Page Line Should read: Reason for Change:
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Shoul d read: Reason for Change:

Dat e:

Signature of Wtness

Name Typed or Printed
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HEALTH | NFORMATI ON PRI VACY & SECURITY: CAUTI ONARY NOTI CE ?

Litigation Services is conmtted to conpliance with applicable federal
and state laws and regulations (“Privacy Laws”) governing the
protection and security of patient health information. Notice is
hereby given to all parties that transcripts of depositions and |ega
proceedings, and transcript exhibits, my contain patient health
information that is protected from unauthorized access, use and
disclosure by Privacy Laws. Litigation Services requires that access,
mai nt enance, use, and disclosure (including but not limted to

el ectroni c database maintenance and access, storage, distribution/

di ssem nation and communi cation) of transcripts/exhibits containing
patient informtion be performed in conpliance with Privacy Laws.

No transcript or exhibit containing protected patient health
information may be further disclosed except as permtted by Privacy
Laws. Litigation Services expects that all parties, parties’
attorneys, and their H PAA Business Associates and Subcontractors will
make every reasonable effort to protect and secure patient health
information, and to conply with applicable Privacy Law mandat es,
including but not limted to restrictions on access, storage, use, and
di sclosure (sharing) of transcripts and transcript exhibits, and

appl ying “m ni mum necessary” standards where appropriate. It is
reconmended that your office reviewits policies regarding sharing of
transcripts and exhibits - including access, storage, use, and
disclosure - for conpliance with Privacy Laws.
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